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Women Receive The Vote From Scott Government
At Memorable St. Valentine's Day Assembly
Petitions And Addresses Rewarded Promptly And Decisively
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Yesterday was a great day for the women of Saskatchewan. Before an audience of many women, drawn
from all parts of the province and representing all the women of Saskatchewan, Hon. Walter Scott, in the
Legislative Assembly hall at the Parliament Buildings, gave the women the franchise and placed every adult in
this province on the same footing.…
It was the duty of Mr. Garry, Liberal member for Yorkton, to introduce the delegation. This he did in a
very few words. He explained the object of the delegation: that they were representing the women of
Saskatchewan, asking for the vote. He reminded the premier that the women of the province had appeared
before him once before, asking for the vote, and the answer of the government at that time had spurred them on
to greater efforts. Speaking for himself, he had not heard one argument, which appeared to him to be sufficient
to justify the government withholding the privilege.
Mrs. Lawton, the slender and gentle, but very alert woman who is at the head of the Provincial Equal
Suffrage board, having addressed the premier and the house, said:
“Our deputation waits upon you today to urge you to grant us equal franchise rights with men. When we
last petitioned for the ballot, 10,000 names strong, we went away somewhat disappointed, but not cast down.
We went to work again to continue our educative movement, and later when more petitioning was asked of us,
we shouldered that, too. We have prepared a map, which shows at a glance how much of the province has been
canvassed.
Mr. Premier, we have reason to be grateful to you for much of the recent legislation you have enacted.
Already many have benefited by the Homestead Act and have felt the value of its protection. Your temperance
legislation we have followed closely. Today we ask for the women of the province the chance to register their
votes with the men’s.…
… We have here representatives from many organizations. In sympathy with our cause, Mr. Premier, we
cannot but notice how conditions are changing. Woman’s cause is progressing. Women have had a hard up-hill
climb to regain their place beside the men. I believe the women have at heart the interests of the race.
We were called upon to give up our men. When they shouldered their arms and marched away, we had
to take up their duties. Women by thousands today are working in ammunition factories and shops. They are
proving as efficient workers as the men and as conscientious. Mr. Premier, if the men want the best contribution
from women, they must be just. Women have a right to a voice in the industrial conditions which they must
endure as the men do. If we want to keep Canada Canadian, it must be done through the home. The women
have the keenest interest there, and should have a voice in making the conditions for it.…

Mrs. Robson was introduced as the representative of the Local Council of Women. She said that it was
not a time for argument about votes for women. The delegation had not come in a spirit of criticism or sexantagonism. Even with women voting, the millennium was not expected. It wasn’t that. But the war had placed
burdens on the women. Each day spelled service and sacrifice. The woman who stood alone at the end of the
war surely was entitled to full citizenship. We have given our husbands and sons, said she, and they are in
Flanders upholding the ideals of democracy, meaning the government by all the people. The women at home
were asking for a place in this democracy.
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