SEBERT AND PERSONAL

071535
January 8th, 1961.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRIME MINISTER:

Re: Nuclear weapons; policy statement

I have been thinking of the substance
and tactics on this subject before getting
down to wording and would like your direction on
several points.

On substance, I believe you have now
reached the conclusion that we should make the
necessary arrangements with the United States
to have nuclear weapons avalilable for the Canadian
forces, under joint control, and in accordance with
the basic policies outlined in your statement
of February 20th, 1959. I hope this is the
cage, for I feel these defensive weapons are
needed now in Canada for anti-bomber and anti-
submarine defence. I think the real need for
our forces in Europe having them is less urgent,
but we have made clear-cut commitments to
NATO on the matter and there would be serious
trouble here and in Europe in cancelling or
frustrating the huge F104 programme to re-equip
our alilr division there. Moreover, I think
there 1is another type of danger in serious delay;
should you decide after an election to have these
wegpons avallable for the defence of Canada, many
people would say or think that you had knowingly risked
the security of Canada and the Alliance for election
purposes.

Therefore I assume that what you want
is a statement announcing that we are negotiating
now with the United States the arrangements by which
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nuclear warheads can be kept available in Canada
under joint control for the use of Canadian and
U.S. forces if and when they are required in
defensive anti-aircraft and anti-submarine

weapons, The statement would recognize the
arguments for not having such weapons, disarmament
and the desire not to enlarge the nuclear club, and
would justify our delays on those grounds, but say
why we feel the defence arguments now outweigh
these considerations.

On tactics, I would suggest you
consider asking the House of Commons to approve
by suitable resolution the Government taking these
necessary steps to be ready to protect the country
and the Alliance. There has been so much said
and written outside of Parliament by well meaning
but ill-informed people on this subject, that
I feel the air should be cleared and the Government
given a chance to explain the real situation so
far as security permits (which is pretty far) by
a proper debate in the House early in the session.
Moreover, 1t will I think strengthen your position
on balance to have such a debate and make it necessary
for the Liberals to declare themselves in a responsible
way in advance of the campaign. The CCF (NDP)
will no doubt eppose, but will have more difficulty
in doing so in debate than on the hustings.
I think most of those who will oppose you on this
issue, after a good debate, will likely be voting
NDP anyway, or for Pearson as winner of the Nobel
peace prize,

The chief difficulty is, of course,
Mr. Green and this causes me serious concern for
I have much respect and affection for him, even when
I cannot agree with him. I should be glad
to help in any way I can in preparing memoranda for
you to give him or in talking to those of his
officlals, chiefly Norman Robertson, who encourage him



071587
- 3 -

in this last ditch opposition to our having
these warheads available.

Perhaps I should add that I do not think we
need to be in this nuclear business indefinitely.
Our role in Europe should be, within a few years, as
part of the non-nuclear force there on which the
United States now puts such emphasis, if indeed
we need to remain in Europe at all for more than
five years or so. In North America, the importance
of the ICBM and Polaris-type missiles will gZrow so
rapidly in the next five years that defensive
nuclear weapons of the nature we are planning to
have within Canada will become much less important
than now, and we could leave them to the United
States and perhaps turn our efforts to special
non-nuclear forces to use in some sort of international
set up. But it is clearly far too early for that
now and we should have ready as soon as possible
The defensive weapons that would be important during

the next five years or so.

B.B.B,



